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CIOK 3 ABHA) 

Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division) t 

Reference Unstarred Question Ho. 6254 tabled by 
Shri Samar Guha to be answered on 4.3.1977 
regarding Air crash involving Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, 

Questions relating to the death of Uetaji are 
handled by the Ministry of Home Affairs since Dec. 13 73. 
Prior to that date this Ministry was responsible. Then 
we received Advance Uotice of the above Question, we 
took immediate steps to transfer it to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. Unfortunately, there was an initial 
reluctance on their part to accept the transfer and 
Secretary (East) in our Ministry had to write to the 
Home Secretary, with a copy to the Lok Sabha Secretariat. 
The eventual acceptance by the Ministry of Home Affairs 
of their responsibility to answer this question, however, 
reached the lok Sabha Secretariat only after the final 
printed list of questions had already been circulated 
to Members and Ministries. Hence the Lok Sabha Secretariat 
retained the original allocation to the Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

• 2. I understood from th e Deputy Secretary in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Shri N.K. Slnha, who deals with 
this subject, that the Minister of Home Affairs is 
himself due to make a statement in the lok Sabha on a 
ITo-Day-Yet -Famed Motion, which may come up on 3rd August. 
Questions similar to the ones now asked by Shri Guha 
may figure in the discussions, which may follow the 
Minister's statement. 

3. As for the questions posed by Shri Samar G-uha on 
whether the two bodies, vis. the Shah Uawaz Committee 
and the Khosla Commission, consulted papers maintained 
by Lord Mountbatten, which, according to him, may contain 
information relating to the air crash in which Uetaji 
lost his life, on our enquiry with our High Commission 
in London in 1971, we were told that the information said 
to be in possession of the UK authorities is in the 
category of War-time intelligence and as they were still 
classified at the time, a formal request may have to be 
made to the TJK authorities. 
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4. In any case, the Khosla Commission which was 
specially apoointed by the Government in 1970, made 
an exhaustive investigation and its report, which 

was published in 1374 and also placed before Parliament 
came to the conclusion that Ketaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
died in an air crash on 13. S. 1945 at Taihoku Airport 
in Taiwan. Since the publication of the Khosla 
Commission’s report, Government's standard reply in 
Parliament has been that Government has examined the 
Report and decided to accept the findings of the 
Report. 

5. Accordingly, a draft reply has been prepared 
which has been informally cleared with tb Ministry 
of Home Affairs. The draft answer is in line with 
the "Memorandum of Action" taken by the Government 
after Cabinet approval, which was also placed along 
with the Khosla Commission’s Report on the table of 
both the Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 
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(C.V. R^nganathan) 
Joint Secretary (k&EA) 
2.8.1977 
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Aircrash involving Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose 

6254, SHEI SAMAR GUHA: 


Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 

be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Mountbatten Diary 
contained many vita} information 
about Netaji Subhaa Chandra Bose* 
particularly regarding alleged air- 
crash; 

<b) if so, whether only a few J 
pages from the Mountbatten Diary 
were produced before the Shah 
Nawaz Inquiry Committee and 
Khosla Commission; 

(c) if so, revelation of mystery 
surrounding disappearance of Netaji, 

d whether Government propose to re- 
t quest Lora Mountbatten as well as 
the Government of ILK. for sending 
a full copy of Mountbatten’s Diary 
Lg to the Government of India; and 

(d) if so t the steps proposed or 
taken thereabout? 
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SUBJECT : Starred Question D. No fl . 977 ^ by Shri Sanar Q^ha, M .F . 

regarding inquiry about disappearance of retell 
aircrash involving Notoji Subhas Chandra Bose* 

Will the Ministry of Home Affair 8 l/ 

(S&P) 

please refer to their 9 dEto 6 !tecn-o.ro.r/t 30 i 2/77/77- 3 ).tii 2 dated the 


Jllly ? 77 acceptii^ the transfer of the above noted question from Ministry 

of External Affairs. 

2* Since the letter of acceptance referred to above has been received after the list for 

the 3^*3 August 1977 r bee[1 finally printed and circulated to Members and 

Ministries, it is not possible to this stage to effect the transfer of the question for answer by 

Minister of Home Affairs on 3 day alIotted t0 him as desire(1 

by that Ministry, The question will stand in thename of the Minister of 

External A££ eir ^ answer onthe 4th August, - 19 77 


3. 


The Ministry of 


External 

JUSK^Affaira 

information from the Ministry of 


nay collect necessary 


and give a suitable reply. 
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Home Affairs 
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SI of Hgmo Affoin. 


' J**" l °1 ^temPl Affairs 


L.S.S.U.O. No. 3( y 3 77 1 / 4 . a / 77 _Q dated the 39th July, 1977. 
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Subject*- Motion by Shrl Samar Guha regarding 
Report of the Commission of Inquiry 
Into the disappearance of Netajl 
Subhae Chandra Bose* 

A similar Motion was moved by Shrl Samar 
Guha and others on 7*11*74. The Motion was discussed 
in the bolt Sabha on the 20th December, 1974* 

2* In April, 1955, the Government of India, In 
response to public demand, appointed an Inquiry 
Committee consisting of Sarvashrl Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netajl Subhas 
Chandra Bose } and S* N* Maitra, formerly Chief 
Conmiss loner of Andaman and Nicobar, to ascertain the 
circumstances concerning Netajl *s alleged death in 
an ai iv crash. Two members of the Committee, namely, 
Sarvashrl Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. Maitra, came to 
the conclusion that Neta J 1 met his death in an air-crash 
at Taihoku (Formosa) on the 11th August, 1945* 

Shrl Suresh Chandra Bose disagreed with these findings 
and submitted a dissentient report. The majority 

report was accepted by the Government* 

* 

3* The controversy over the disappearance of Netajl 
was, however, not resolved and demands continued to be 
made for undertaking another Inquiry into the matter* 
Rumours about Netajl* s survival and his subsequent 
appearance elsewhere cropped up repeatedly* In response 
to a demand for a fresh Inquiiy by a number of Members 
of Parliament belonging to different political parties 
the Government decided to appoint a Commission of Inquiry 
to go into the entire matter in July, 1970. Shrl G.D* 
Khsola, retired Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, 
was appointed as a one man Commisa Ion to * inquire Into 
all the facts and circumstances relating to the die- 

I 

appearance of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and 
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the subsequent developmajfe connected therewith and 
make its report to the Central Governmentf*. A copy 
of Notification No. 25/l4/70-Poll.II dated 
the nth July, 1970 is placed at Annexure I. The 
Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, Singapore, 
Malaysia, South Vietnam and Vornrosa (Taiwan) and on 
the *diole examined 234 witnesses including 100 who 
were examined abroad. A large number of files and 
documents were produced and cited in evidence. The 
Commission submitted its report on "file 30th June, 1974. 

4* The Commission has arrived at the same conclusion 
that was reached by the Shah Nawaz Khan Consul ttee in 
1953 that Netaji died in an air-crash at Taihoku on 
the 13th August, 1945. The Commission has submitted 
its findings in Chapter IX of the report. 

5. The Cabinet considered the report of the 
Commission on the 29th August, 1974. A copy of the 
note placed before the Cabinet is at Annexure II. The 
Cabinet accepted the findings that Netaji had died 

in an air-crash on the 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku 
in Taiwan. The report of the Commission alongvlth the 
memorandum of action taker thereon was laid on the Tables 
of both the Houses of Parliament on 3rd Sejtember , 1974.' 
A copy of the Memorandum of Action taken presented in 
the House is at Annexure IIT* 

6. A number of cont oversies have been raised in 
various f ormus regarding the Khosla Corral ss ion Report. 
Some of the important controversies have been dealt with 
in Annexure IV. 

7. The death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has been 
discussed off and on for the last 32 years. One 
Committee and one Commission appointed by Government 
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have come to the identical conclusion that Netajl died 
In a plane crash on the 13th August, 1945 at Taihoku 
In Galvan. TTnder these clrcuiastanccs, any more to re-open 
the Issue now will have to he finrily resisted* 


NO. 25/ 14/70 -Poll. II 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOMS AFFAIRS 
New Delhi , the 11th July, 1970 


NOTIFICATION 

S.O. 2375. -WHEREAS the Shah Nawaz IChan 
Commit tee appointed by the Government or India in 
April, 1956*," to inquire into and to report to the 
Government of India" on the circumstances concerning 
the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his reported 
death as a result of an aircraft accident, and 
subsequent developments oonncected therewith, had 
come to the conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose met his death in an air crash; 

AND WHEREAS there is a wi do spread feeling 
amongst the public that the problem of finding the 
'truth about Netaji* s death still remains; 

AND WHEREAS there has been a persistent demand 
for a further inquiry into the matter; 

AND WHEREAS THE Central Government is of 
opinion that it is necessary to appoint a Commission 
of Inquiry for the purpose of making an inquiry into 
a definite matter of public importance, namely, the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bpse in 1945; 

NOW, THEREFORE ,in exercise of the powers 
conferred by Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the Central Government here- 
by appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of 
Shri'G.D, Khosla, Retired Chief Justice of the 
Punjab High Court, as sole member, 

2. The Commission shall inquire into all too facts 
and circumstances relating to the disappearance of 
Netnji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and" the subsequent 
developments connected therewith and make its report 
to the Central Government,. 1 The Commission will be 
expocted to complete its inquiry and ante its report 
by the 3lst December, 1970, 

3, The Central Government is of opinion that having 
regard to tho nature of the inquiry to bo made and 
other circumstances of tho case, all the provisions- of 
sub-section (2), sub-section (3), sub-section (4) and 
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sub-section (5) of Section 5 of the Conoissions of 
Inquiry Act, 19 52 (60 of 1952) should ho nado applicable 
to the said Comission and the Central Governnant 
hereby directs under su bisection (l) of tho said 
section 5 that all the provisions aforesaid shall 
apply to the said C omission* 


T »C •& .SRINIVASA VARDAN, 
Joint Secretary 
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By Government of India Notification Ifo V75/14/70-Poll7II - 
dated 11th July ,1970 Shri G.D.Khosla, retired Chief Justice of the 
Punjab High Court, was appointed under the (loam is si o ns' of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 to inquire Into the facts and circumstances relating to 
the disappearance af HetaJ I— Subh as- Chandra Bose In 1945 and the 
subsequent developments connected therewith’. 

27 -The Commission completed the Inquiry and^ submitted. -it s^ ■ 

report on June 30, 1974. 

37 The Government -have- examined the report and have, 

decided to accept the findings of the Commission that Netaji^ . . 

Subhas Chandra Bose died., in an air-crash -on the 18th ' August ,1945 

„ •• ' / ’'X ■ 

at Talhotai airfield In Taiwan. . ...... ■ ,' v 

* *r 

47 This Report is placed before the House as required 

under sub-section (4) of Section 3 of the Commissions' of.. Inquiry^ 
Act ,195 27 
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Subject: The report of the are -man Commission 
inquiry into the <3 isappearance of Nel 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 


of 

a.ii 


in April 19 56, the Goveinment of India, in response 
to public" demand , appointed an Inquiry Committee consist- 
ing of Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan , Suresh Chandra Bose 
(elder brother of Netaji Sashas Chandra Bose) and 
S .N . Maitra, formerly Chief Commissioner of Andaman and 
Nicobar, to ascertain the circumstances concerning 
Netaji’s alleged death in an air -crash . Two members of 
the Committee, namely, Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan and 
&.N. iiaitra, came to the concision that Netaji met his 
death in an air crash at Taihoku (Formosa) on the 1 Sfch 
August, 1945. Shri-S-uresh Chandra Bose disagreed with 
-obese findings and submitted a dissentient report. The 
ma'j ority-r.ep.ort was accepted by the Government. The 
controversy over 'the-a-is appearance of Nebaji was, however, * 
not resolved and demands Continued to be made for under- 
taking another inquiry into thfi .matter^..., Humours about 
Me taji's survival and his subsequent appearance elsewhere 
cropped up repeatedly. In response to a demand for a 
fresh inquiry by a number of Members of Parliament 
belonging to different political parties the Government 
decided to appoint a Commission of Inquiry to go into 
the entire matter in July 19?0, Shri G.D. Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as a 
one nan Commission to "inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bos e in 1 9^5 and the subsequent developments 
connected therewith and mike its report to the Central 
Government V A copy of notification Mo. 25/1 4/70-Poll .II 
dated trio 11th July, 1970 is placed at Anaexure I. The 
Commission visited Japan, BurBia, Thailand, Singapore, 
Malayasia, South Vietnam and Formosa (Taiwan) and on the 
whole examined 224 witnesses including 100 who were 
examined abroad. A large number of files and documents 
wore p reduced and cited in evidence. The Commission 
submitted its report on the 30 th June, 1974 

2. The main conclusions reached by the Commission in 
its inquiry are, in brief, as follows: 

3 , On the morning of 16.8.1945, Metaji left Singapore 
accompanied by a few colleagues and others and arrived 
at Bangkok at 3 .30 P.M* and spent the night there. 
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At about 8.00 A.M, on 17*8.1945, Netaji and party left by 
two planes and reached Saigon at 11 .CO A.M. The Commission 
examined, among others, 8 witnesses who accompanied Netaji 
in his journey- ut> to Saigon. These included Cl) Hachia 
who was deputed by the Japanese Government to assist 
Netaji as Minister of the provisional Government of free 
India. He remained with Netaji till August I7j 1945, 
(2)Migeshi, another official of the Japanese Government 
who delivered the letter containing the terms of surrender 
to Net a 3 1 at Saramban , accompanied him to Singapore and 
remained with him till the morning of August 17, 1945, 
and (3) Gen, Isoda, who was the Chief of the Likari Kikan, 
liaison agency of the Japanese Government with the Azad 
Hind Government . He joined Netaji at S, in gap ere and went 
with him up to Saigon. The others were Sarvashri S. A. Iyer, 
Gulzara Singh and Abid Hasan who were members in Nataji's 
provisional Government besides Debnath Das and Col.Pritam 
Singh who were close confidants of Netaji. There were 
some difficulties in making transport arrangements for 
Netaji and his party beyond Saigon. Only two seats were 
finally offered to him in a Japanese bomber which had come 
frem Manila and was going to Dairan in Manchuria, After 
some discussion, Netaji decided to avail himself of the 
two seats and left Saigon by the bomber plane at approxima- 
tely j.OO P.M. on 17*8*1945, along with his associate 
Habibur Rehman. The plane arrived at Tourain at 7.45 P*M, 
and the party spent the night there. Next day, the bomber 
left Tourain and arrived at Taipei in Formosa at 2.00 P*M, 
At Taipei, the pilot attended to a snag in one of the 
engines which he declared ha.d been corrected after a short 
while. The passengers accordingly emplaned and the pilot 
took off at 2.35 P.M. Within a few seconds, one of the 
engines flew out and the plane crashed near the fringe 
of the Taihoku airfield. The body of the plane broke into 
two parts and caught fire. Netaji had sustained burn 
injuries of the third degree in the aircrasn. He was 
rushed, along with other injured persons, to the Military 
Hospital where, despite the efforts of the doctors to 
revive him. he succumbed to the injuries the same night. 

The Commission examined, among others, 4 v?itnesses who 
claimed to have travelled in the ill-fated bomber plane 
with Netaji on 18.8.1945, including the navigator of the 
plane. The testimony of these 4 eye-witnesses was 
corroborated by 11 other witnesses before the Commission. 
Among the corroborating witnesses was Dr, Yashimi who 
was acting as the Chief of the Branch Hospital at the 
Taihoku Army Hospital , who claimed to have been present 
when Netaji died and to have signed his death certified 
The Commission has concluded that the numerous stories 
about the meetings of other persons with Netaji at various 
places and times after 1945 are completely falsa and 
unacceptable . 
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*+. The Commission lias thus arrived at the same conclusion 
that was reached by the Shah Nawaz Mian Committee in 1956 
that Netaji died in an air-crash at Taihoku on the 18th 
August, 1 §45 . The Commission has summarised its find .in gs 
in Chapter IX of the report * 

5. In paras 3*19 to 3 . 21 in Chapter III, the Commission 
has referred to two factors among the several causes 
that contributed to delay in the completion of inquiry. 

One relates to the delay in the appointment of a Govern- 
ment counsel to conduct the proceedings and render legal 
assistance to the Commission. The connected facts briefly 
are that the request for the appointment of a counsel 

to assist the Commission was received in October, 1970. 

The appointment of Shri Gopi Nath Bikshit was first 
considered and finalised and then it transpired that 
he Viad appeared before the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
also. Some other names were then considered but could 
not be finalised because one counsel was not willing 
to accompany the Commission to Japan and another counsel 
declined to accept the appointment after the appointment 
order was issued*. Finally, the Ministry of Law suggested 
the name of Shri T JU Bhasin and he was appointed with 
effect from the 28 th March, 1972 . 

6 . The second factor mentioned by the Commission related 
to the delay in arrangements for its visit to Taiwan . 

There was some delay in processing this natter because 

it involved the question of an official committee visiting 
a country with which we did. not have any diplomatic 
relations * 

7. Besides the points noted above there are no other 
aspects of the report which call for any clarification 
from the Government's side. There is also no aspect of 
the report calling for follow up action oy the Government. 
The findings of the Commission may be accepted , 

8 . Soon after the Commission submitted its report to 
the Government, repeated demands have been Bade in the 
Parliament by Shri Sairar Guha, M.P., and 3 ome others that 
the report should be l&id on the table of the House 
immediately. Cabinet ‘s approval is sought for laying the 
report on the table of the House during the current 
session itself with the following report abouc the action 
taken by Government. 

"Government have examined the report submitted 
by the Commission of Inquiry appointed in July, 

1970 to enquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance 
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of Hetaji Subhas Chandra Bose In 19*+? and 
the subsequent developments connected therewith. 
The Government have decided to accept the 
findings of the floflmtfesisxon. that Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose died in an aircrash on the 18th 
August, 1 9^5 at TAIHOKU airfield in TAIWAN' V 

9. Home Minister has seen and approved this note. 


feu 



(M.K. MUKARJI) 
HOM& S.BCBETABY 


L F. Ho, 3l/2/74-Foll(B-IIIJ 

Hew Delhi- 110001 

Dated: August 27 , 197^* 
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1* Prof* Samar Guha had, after the publication 

of the report 9 make derogatory remarks about 
Hr* Justice G*D* Khosla and called him a "pupped Judge" 
who gave a "dictated report"* It will be worthwhile 
to recall that Chief Justice of India had sent a panel 
of four names for appointment as the Commission of 
Inquiry at our request* He had also indicated that 
the choice should be between Shrl B.K* Bhattacharya, 
a retired Judge of the Calcutta High Court and 
Hr* Justice G*D* Khosla, a retired Chief Justice of 
the Pin Jab High Court who had headed several commissions* 
Justice Q*D* Khosla was thereafter appointed as the 
Commission of Inquiry under the orders of the then 
Horae Minister* 

2* A general criticism has been made and may well 

be repeated in the House that the government did not 
cooperate with the Commission and did not supply the 
documents etc*, requested for* In meeting this 
criticism | it may be usefttl to refer to the findings 
of the Commission itself on the point that "there la no 
evidence of any attempt by the present government to 
withhold evidence or place impedimexts in the way of 
this Commission* All documents called for have been 
supplied and the delay occasioned in making some files 
and documents available cannot be construed as 

A 

placing obstacles in the progress of the inquiry* Such 
delays are a normal feature of government red-tape 
and pre-occupation with more urgent matters"* 

3* Prof* Samar Guha has stated, after the release 
of the report* that the Commission after bavins claimed 
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that for the purpose of the present inquiry, the Shah 
Nawaz KhanCommlttee was non est, later on allowed itself 
to be Influenced by the same and endorsed Its findings* 
The fact is that the Commission regarded the report of 
the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee as inadmis slble in 
evidence and that this being a de novo inquiry, the 
findings in the previous inquiry were neither binding 
on the Commission nor relevant as a piece of evidence* 

It is another matter that Shah Nawaz Khan himself 
was examined as a witness by the Commission* The 
Commission came to Its conclusions by its Independent 
inquiry unaided and uninfluenced by the earlier findings 
of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, even though the 
findings happen to be substantially the same* 

4* A reference may be made in the House about 

the dissentient report submitted in 1956 by Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose, elder brother of K etaji, who was a member 
of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee* Shri Sureah Chandra 
Bose, in his dissentient report did not agree with the 
findings of the majority report and claimed that he 
wps firmly of the opinion that the air-crash had not 
taken place and that Netajl did not die* Shri Suresh 
Bose appeared as a witness before the Commission* 

The Commission has discussed at length his dissentient 
xepoV$ as also his testimony* Tn the course of his 
evidence, Shri Suresh Bose stated that he was offered 
a reward, which could be the Governorship of Bengal 
to coax him to sign the majority report of the Shah 
j&waz Khan Comaittee* The Coamipsion has noted that 
there was no mention of the said offer of reward In 
Suresh Bose’s dissentient report* It also notes that 
Suresh Bose had signed the document regarding the 
principal points that had emerged after the inquiry 
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along with tvo other members of the Khan Committee and 
the three members had agreed to the flndlig that 
Netajl's plane had crashed and he died a few hoars 
later* The Commission has called the story of the 
alleged offer of governorship to Shrl Suresh Chandra 
Bose as completely false and an after thought which 
was invented by him to give a semblance of justification 
for his strange volta face after expressing his 
concurrence with the findings and conclusions of the 
earlier committee* 

5* Another point that may be urged Is that 

Katajl has been prevented from coming to India as he 
figures in the list of war criminals and that the 
Commission had not fully gone Into the matter* The 
point has been made by Prof* Samar Guha and others 
even after the publication of the report and very 
recently we received notice of a PariL lament Question 
on the above lines* The Commission examined the 
question in paragraphs 5*35 to 5*36 of the report* 

Prom the evidence and amt e rial available* the 
Commission concluded that Netajl*s name was never 
borne in any list of war criminals, that there has 
been no international agreement or subsequent 
charter which would bring Netaji (were he alive today) 
within the mischief of any war crimes tribunal* that 
the Govt* of India had given no undertaking to any 
international body to haid Netajl over to It* nor 
has there been any bar on his movement or entry into 
India* Sarlier* In reply to a Starred Question 
No* 1939 In the year 1956* we had Informed Parliament 
that there was no question of Notajl being on the list 
of war criminals* letter* in reply to Starred Question 












No. 194 on ‘32nd August, 1963, the Government again 
stated that to the best of our knowledge the name of 
Netaji does not appear in any such list and that the 
TJ.K. High Commission in Delhi had issued a statement 
in 1961 to the effect that his name does not appear 
and has never appeared in such a list. 

6. Xt may be argued that the evidence of the 
Commission was vitiated by the non-production of 
Shri Habibur Rahman who was the only compatriot of 
Netajl to travel with him in the last lap of his 
journey and who survived the plane crash. Shri Rahman 
had ea slier appeared before the Shah Nava a Khan Committee 
and testified about the veracity of the air-crash story. 
He now lives in Pakistan. We had sent, through our 
High Commission in Pakistan, a request for his appearance 
and received a reply that as he had nothing to add to 
his earlier testimony, he was unwilling to appear before 
the Consaisslon. The Commission, therefore, had to do 
without his evidence and on the basis of other materials 
and evidence, formed Its conclusions. The absence of 
Shri Habibur Rahman's evidence, as the Commission has 
observed, however cannot eertalnly adversely affect 

any of the remaining evidence. 

7. References have often been made in the past 
that the war time British Government of India did not 
themselves bellve the air-crash story and they had 
their own independent Inquiries made which can throw 
light in the matter. The Commission has discussed 
these Inquiries in paras 5.38 to 5.58 of the report. 

The first such inquiry was conducted by a team of 
policemen sent from India to South ^ast Asia, under 
the Superintendent of Police, Mr. Finney to make 


an on_ the- spot inquiry about Netaji* The Commission 
have examined Shrl Dey who was a member rf this team 
and also a copy of the report and found that the 
substance of the report was that ??etaji died in the 
air-crash. Another independent inquiry was held by 
the Counter Intelligence Corps General Headquarters 
United States Armed Force by Lt. Col. Figgess* 

Figgess did not appear as a witness before tbe Commission. 
There is nothing in the report # however# to contradict 
or rebut the sto^ of the air-crash at Taihofcju A 
third inquixy was carried out by the Combined Services 
Detailed Intelligence Centre (CSDTC). The Commission 
examined this report as well which had concluded that 
convincing details had been given that JTetaJi met his 
death and was cremated in Taihoku in the presence of 
several witnesses. 

8. % question may be asked in the House about 

the ashes of fistajl. The Shah Navas Khan Conraittee 
had come to the conclusion that the ashes of Netaji 
had been brought to Renkoji temple in Tokyo after 
his body was cremated following the air-crash. They 
recommended that tbs ahses be brought to India with 
due honour and a memorial erected over them at a 
suitable place. The matter was thereafter considered 
by the Central Government and it was felt that In 
deciding this question regard will have to be paid 
to the feelings of the members of Netaji's family in 
this natter, that It would be most urfortunate if a 
controversy arose over what should be a sacred ceremony 
and that If there is such a risk of controversy it would 
be kept to leave the question of bringing over the 
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ashss to India for future consideration. The present 
Commission have also been "convinced beyond all reasonable 
doubts that the wooden casket lodged in the Renkojl 
temple at Tokyo contains Netaji's ashes and these 
ashes were placed in the box at Taipai after the cremation 
of his dead boty". The arguments in favour of a national 
concensus to emerge in support of bringing Neta3i*s 
ashes to India in a sacred ceremony however would 
appear to still hold good* 


v* 
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Subject i- Motion by Shri Samar Guha regarding 
Report of the Commission of Inquiry 
into the disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

A similar Mot i on was moved by Shrl Samar 
Guha and others on 7.11.74. The Motion was discussed 
in the Lok Sabha on the 20th December t 1974. 

2. In April, 1953, the Government of India, in 
response to public demand, appointed an Inquiry 
Connittee consisting of Sarvashri Shah Mav&z Khan, 

Suresh Chandra Boss (elder brother of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose) and S.N. Maitra, formerly Chief 
Conmissioner of Andaman and Nicobar, to ascertain the 
circumstances concerning Netaji 1 s alleged death in 
an air-crash. Two members of the Comal t toe, namely, 
Sarvashri Shah Havas Khan and S.N. Maitra, came to 
the conclusion that Netaji met his death in an aiivcrash 
at Taihoku (Formosa) on the 13th August, 1945. 

Shri Surash Chandra Bose disagreed with these findings 
and submitted a dissentient report. The majority 
report was accepted by the Government# 

3# The controversy over the disappearance of Netaji 
was, however, not resolved and dsaaan&s continued to be 
made for undertaking another inquiry into the matter. 
Rumours about Netaji' s survival and his subsequent 
appearance elsewhere cropped up repeatedly. In response 
to a demand for a fresh inquiry by a number of Members 

of Parliament belonging to different political parties 

# 

the Government decided to appoint a Commission of Inquiry 
to go into the entire matter in July, 1970. Shri G.D. 
Khsola, retirod Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, 
was appointed as a one man Commission to "Inquire into 
all the facts and circumstances relating to the dis- 
appearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and 



of Notification K o. 25 /14/70- Poll."! dated 
the llth July, 1970 is placed at Armexure I. The 
Coirnni salon visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, Singapore, 
Malaysia, South Vietnam and Formosa (Taiwan) and on 
the whole examined 224 witnesses Including 190 who 
were examined abroad. t\ large number of files and 
documents were produced and cited in evidence. The 
Corm i ss ion submitted Its report on flie 30th June, 1974. 

4* The Commission has arrived at the same conclusion 

thnt was reached by the Shah Nawaz Hhnn Committee in 
1953 that Nataji died in an air-crash at Taihoku on 
the 13th August, 1945* ''’he Commission has submitted 

its findings in Chapter IX of the report* 

5* The Cabinot considered the report of the 

Commission on the 39th August, 1974* A copy of the 
note placed balore the Cabinet is at Aaneamre II* Th* 
Cabinet accepted the findings that TTeta^l had died 
in an air-crash on the 19th August, 1945 at Taihoku 
in Taiwan* Ths report of the Commission alongwith the 
memorandum of action taken thereon was laid on the Tables 
of both the Houses of Parliament on 3rd September , 1974* 

A copy of the Memorandum of Act tor taken presented in 
the House is at Annexure ITT. 

6* A number of coni oversies hrre been raised in 
various fomis regarding the RT 'sla Commission Report* 
Some of tne Important ao jrrrios have b ‘von f’oalt with 



in Annexure IV* 


7* The death of Hetaji Subhas Chandra Bose has been 


discussed off and on for the last 32 years* One 
Committee pod cr.e Co jains ion appointed by Government 
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have come to the identical conclusion that ITetaJi died 


in a plane crash on the nth August, 194S at Talhoteu 
in Taiwan. TTnder thege circumstances, any more to re-open 
the issue new will have to he firmly resisted. 
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AH WgXURS I 

NO. 25/ 14/70- Poll. I I 

government of India 

MINISTRY OF HOMS AFFAIRS 
New Delhi j the 11th July, 1970 


@ 


NOTIFICATION 

3.0. 2375. -WHEREAS the Shah Mavra 2 IChan 
Committee appointed by the Government of India in 
April, 1956', to inquire into and to report to the 
Government of India on the circumstances concerning 
the departure of Hetaji Subha s Chandra Bose from 
Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his reported 
death as a result of an aircraft accident, and 
subsequent developments oonncectod therewith, had 
come to the conclusion that Notaji Subhas Chandra 
Boso met his death in an air crash; 

AND WHEREAS there is a widespread feeling 
amongst the public that the problem of finding the 
truth about Netaji’s death still remains; 

AND WHEREAS there has been a persistent demand 
for a further inquiry into the matter; 


AND WHEREAS THE Central Government is of 
opinion that it is necessary to appoint a Commission 
of Inquiry for the purpose of making an inquiry i: to 
a definite matter of public importance, namely, the 
disappearance of Nofcaji Sv.ohqs Chandra Boca in 3.945; 


NOW, THEREFORE, j.n exercise of ti.j newer-.' 
conferred by Section 3 of th^jCqnni -si ;ns 1,1 t: 
Act, L952 (GO of 1952), the Oentr -l A ’em ' 
by appoints a Conni scion of inquiry c k g 
Shri G.D. Khosla , Retired Chief Jtu tire cl : .Ivj 
Punjab High Court, a a sole member. 
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2. The Commission shall inquire into all the facts 
and circumstances relating to the disappearance of 
Hetaji Subhas Chandra Boso in 1945 and the subsequent 
developments connected therewith and make its report 
to the Central Government . The Commission will be 
expected to complete its inquiry and nafte its report 
by the 3lst December, 1970. 


3. The Central Government is of opinion that having 
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and 
other circumstances of the case, all the provisions* of , 
sub-section (2), sub-section (3), sub-section (4) and 
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sub- section (5) of Section 5 of the Connie cions of 
Inquiry Acts 31*52 (''50 of 1952) should be node applies tile 
to "the said CoardLssi in and tho Control Government 
hero "oy di recto und e r su IWs action (i) of t ha s a id 
section 5 that all the provisions aforesaid shall 
apply to tho said Con dss: m, 

T .C .A .SRI Ml VoSAVARDAII , 

Joint Secretary 
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By Government of India ratification Tip 4/70-Poll *11 
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dated 11 th July ,1970 3hri G.D*Kho3la, rotir jd 'Chief Just" p f the 
Punkah High Court, was appointed under the Connie sin ns of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 to inquire into the facts and eircuns tances relating to 
the disappearance of Hetaji -Subhas- Chandra Bose in 1945 and the 
subsequent developments connected therewith 5 . . 

87 The Commission completed the inquiry and- submitted. -it 

report on June 30, 1974. 

37 The Government -have- examined the report and have. , 

decided to accept the findings of tho Commission that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose died, in an air-crash -on the 18th August ,1945 
at 'Taihoku airfield in Taiwan. . f ’ ... 

4, This Itoport is placed before the House as required 

under sub-section (4) of Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry v 
Act, 19587 
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Subject: The report of too ore- ■ . I’ommisgiqn of 
inquiry into the d so o;' enrunce of Heta.ii 
'la thus Chandra hose . 


an April ! 9t : s > the 
t o p ufc 1 lc d e maud , a . join t 
in g of Aar v as hri i!- a h d- r . 
(elder brother of detail 


at .1 j, ent of 
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iotapi’s 
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Ind J a , hi . 
inquiry Con.!; it. o 

LTl . : fMr«3h 

. 0 . Cr;a-- ira 
Chi J’ riba 1 Oner 
til’ | Jl- C OS C 

alleged death in • dr-yikuii. v - - - 

ComaiJstee, nawgly, darvas hri • ,a Nawaz Z-mm . e 
, i-ciitra, caii’e to the c one 1’*. ion that **eta/ • o i v 
death in an aii’crasli *t laib.d" j ( Pnj. mesa) or t:i<% Ibt. 

August, 1945. ihriZuresh Ch..r.. rj Hose disagreed sit}: 
ij he s is findings and submitted a dissentient report. pc.’! 
ma 3 ori t y -rep or t was wee opted by the Government. Tire 
controversy over the^ Sis appearance of Hepaji was, however, 
not resolved and do cards c ant in tied to be mad e for under- 
taking another inquiry into the matter. Humours about 
he iaj i l s s ui vj val and his s ubs equent appearanc e els evh er e 
cropped up repeatedly. in response to a d em&nci for a 
fresh inquiry by a number of Members of Parliament 
belonging to different politic*’*! parties the Government 
decided to appoint a Commission of Inquiry to go into 
the entire matter in July 1970, Shri GJJ. Khosia, retired 
Chief Jus rice of Punjab High Court .vk’s. apooitiiC.H hs a 
one nan Commies' loti to "inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances r elating to tre d is 3 up ea ranee 01 ' Ho ta j i 
Subhas Chandra i3cs e in 1945 and trie subsequent developments 
connected therewith and 1 ;n; :■ its report to the Centrel_ _ 
Government V A copy of notification ho. 25 /'I | 7 ? 0 -Pcl L .-i 
dated the 11 th July, 1970 is 9 lac 3d at Anesxure I. Hio 
Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, S.ingaporc, 
i-alayas ia , South Vietnam and formes a (Taiwan) and on the 
whole examined 22k witnesses including IQO who vers 
era iced abroad. A large number of files and documents 
were pi’idured and cited in evidence. The Commission 
s ubiritUxl its report o:: the 30 th June, 19.7 1 * 


2 . Tfcu nain conclusions 
i ts in. q 1 .dry ere, in brief, 


ached' by the 

1 r dfl * 
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Z . On the Utbrning of 16 .6.1945, jtiifcaji lufi- Sing.;- t 
accompanied by a few colleagues 'ind others and nrri v C 


t Bah git ok at 3,30 P .K . and spent the nignt there. 
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about 8.00 A.H. on 17-6.19^5, Vu^rhsLn 

tvo ? 1 *.« ^ o ^CCOrJSiS? Sit 

3 ;-,o Eluded M) Jhchia 

la a la ,<cu. a ,y ,. ., ( avCi 71 B»nt to assist. 

Who v as menaced bjr .J~p^n~ _■ 1 r __ pvri(rri ,,| 0 f free 

: fct 6 .il so Kin is ter or the provisional Government °’ Ir <-- 

", iin T'ajpaippd v itn iietaji t il Au^us j 17j 1 > m 

jt.oiu. -uo - r p j aTlE neso Government 

to Net-aji at Saramoan, acooi.;*«? l - r ain '-. 645 , 

of 6 tna hikari .kW 

uJit'oe agency of the Japanase Covtrnr»Pt with , 

Hind Govern^ Be Joan g hrtaji ££ aKSJSrtS Aver, 

Sf-a a^S.^M ibiw * 0 *n nemoers in Kotaii'e 

Provisional 0 Government brides bebnath Pas ano Go^. ; i-am 
Stn"b who were close confidants c.. .letxji* ■ * 

tomS diVTioultli in naans transport -errang^nta lor 
X"L,-i' i i and bis party beyond Gallon. Oruy tv.o & ..a *0 ■ c - 
final] y oi'ffcrfcd t.o him in a Japan.** bnmeer enjov 
from fenila apd was going to tair*n in Xnccuri* ; ... . 
noB'e discussion, Huta..i •.ieci ( lefe %o v**— • ' -■;*• *. .. vi ,. a _ 

'two s uats md loft dais on cy the uoro*i •Ax r \e. 

tely 5.00 P .7 . on 17.8.19 -5, witn ^—' ^7 fr r . 

Habj bur Robimn. The plane -urr -v > ■ at * oorfc it. * - /A. ^ - *, 

^ the t>ait v c pent the iij-cht there . Xb ^ i ’'‘A ^ 

wt lonrain'o-nf arriv'd at Tniori in rorn.osa a. fc.U. - -• 
Tairoi, tha olio, attended to a anas -r “ .-ho", 

engine's wolch h* declared bad been corrects af-'-r a -ho. t<^ 

f^o. »i 5 >,;i fc v 

} r * f i ' ;i|. _ nc * th * T ) 1 cJi*3 crashed ns&r i 1 

of E thf Taihoku'lirfioM'. 'tie body o-‘ the plane trofe into 

two nits and caBgh t fire. bad sue tamed brin 

inluSfes of tie third degree in too airorash.^ 
rnshod alon. with other injured persons. < o *w - •*■ . .« 

nwoital whin, desoite the efforts of the aoc tors to 
revive ’hir.. he’s.xrus^d to the in.l^l« .,n. . 

Tim Commission examined , among 0 ..I 1 J..., • - pll hfc 

fcho 

’’^rob T-atai 1 by 1 1 lather vitness ^before the Conmistlon . 

o 7 oht S ^cb at the 

laihoKu Army has-. dial, who claim'd to have Ofc.n •?- 
when Mt.taji exod ato lo.vivu ^ . -vcorics 

p? % * Hf ?i>7ry 

? Xacbs and tiros .i’tor 19-+9 aro cciMplewdy a a-’- - ^ 

unacc citable . 
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L : . The Cuninlssion has thU3 arrived at tb< 
that was reached by the i hah law as a lion Committee in 
that, ilcta *1 died In an air -crash at Taihoku on the 
August, 1 9'« !> . The Commis a ion -un 9 ui.mrxs ed its findings 
in Chapter IX of the report . 

5- ti paras 3*19 to 3*21 in Chapter III, the Cor mission 
ha*j referred to two factors among the several causes 
that contributed to delay in the completion of inquiry. 

One relates to the delay in the appointment of a Govern- 
ment counsel to conduct the proceedings and render legal 
assistance to the Commission. The connected facts briefly 
are that the request for the appointment of a counsel 
to assist the Commission was received in October, 1970. 

The ape ointment of Shri Gopi ha eh Likshit was first 
considered and finalised and then it transpired that 
us had appeared before the Shah Nawaz; Khan Committee 
also. Some other names were then considered but coulrl 
not be finalised because one counsel was not willing 
t o ac c ourpa n y the C omrnis s ion to J a pan and another c o un s o - 
declined to accept the ap no :ent map t /after the uppointm .nt 
order was issued'. Finally, the : hart i s t r y of h aw" s j ggx ? t 1 
the name of Shri Tit, Bhas in and ht. was ,i.. point J wit • 
effect froir the 28th tourch, 1972. 

6. The second factor mentioned h> fbe Oommi. >n re?.. T 
to tho delay in arrangements for its 'visit to Taiwan 

I uoie was some delay in processing this rat ter bocal 1 : o 
it involved the question of an official committee visiting 
a country with which wo did not hive any diplomatic 
relations « 

7. Besides tho points noted above ^ there are no other 
aspects of the report vliien call fox any clarification 
from the Government 's side. There is also no aspect of 
the report calling for follow up action Dy the Govern wait. 
Tne findings of tho Commission may be accepted. 



3 . Soon after the Commission submitted its report to 
t h e G ove rn n re n t , r epe at ed demands have been ma do in t he 
Pari lament by Shri Samar Cuha, M.P., and some others that 
the report should be laid on the table of the House 
imme-d lately. Cabinet ! s appr oval is s ought for lay! ng. th e 
report on the table of the' house during the current 
session itself with the following report about the act ton 
token by G ov c r n men t . 

"Cover miiont have examined the import submitted 
by the Commission of Inquiry appointed in July, 

1970 to enquire into all the facts and 
c ir c urns t an c c 3 r el at ing to t a e d is appear anc 3 
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of Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose In 1945 ar/3 
fch c s ubs e qucnt d ev elop meats c onn ec t ed t ho r ew it h . 
The Government have decided to accept the 
f ind i rigs of the Oomuibision t hr 1 1 Met o . ,] i S ubh as 
Chandra Bose died in on airerafhi on the 1 8th 
August, 1945 at TAIHOaU airfield in TAJ-WAf t 1 

9- Hoir.e Minister has seen and approved this note. 



(i't ,K . MUK/JiJI) 
iiDMii ahCKEI'ABY 


L F. Iv T o. 31/2/74-Poll CD- III) 

Kev Delhi- 1 10001 

Dated: August 27 , 1974. 
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SD R-GAJiDIKS. 



1. Prof. Ssmr Guha had, afver the publication 
of the report, make derogatory remarks about 

Mr. Justice G.D. Khosla and called him a " pupped Judge" 
who genre a "dictated report". It will be worthwhile 
to recall that Chief Justice of India had sent a panel 
of four names for appointment as the Commission Of 
Inquiry at our request* He had also Indicated that 
the choice should be between Shri B.K. Bhattacharya, 
a retired Judge of the Calcutta High Court and 
Mr. Justice G.D. Khosla, a retired Chief Justice of 
the Pin Jab High Court who had headed several commissions* 
Justice G.D* Khoala was thereafter appointed as the 
Commission of Inquiry under the orders of the then 
Home Minister. 

2. A general criticism has been made and rasy well 
be repeated in the House that tho government did not 
cooperate with the Commission and did not supply the 
documents etc., requested for. In meeting this 
criticism, It may be useful to refer to the findings 

of the Commission itself on the point that "there is no 
evidence of any attempt by the present government to 
withhold evidence or place impedioa it s in the way of 
this Commission. All documents called for have been 
supplied and the delay occasioned In making some flies 
and documents available cannot be construed as 
placing obstacles In the progress of the Inquiry. ®ueh 
delays are a noxnal feature of government red-tape 
and pre-occupation with m'xe urgent matters". 

3. Prof. Samar Guha has stated, after the release 
of the report, that the Commission after havine claimed 



that **or the purpose of the present inquiry, the Shah 
Nava* KhanComraittee was non eat, later on allowed Itself 
to be influenced by the same and endorsed its findings* 
The fact is that the Commission regarded the resort of 
the Shah Nawaz Khan Comaitteo as inadmissible In 
evidence and that this being a de novo inquiry, the 
findings in the previous inquiry were neither binding 
on the Commission nor relevant as a piece of evidence* 

It is another matter that Shah ffewas Khan himself 
was examined as a witness by the Commission® The 
Coraniasion came to its conclusions by its Independent 
inquiry unaided and uninfluenced by the earlier findirgs 
of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, even though the 
findings happen to be substantially the same* 

4* A reference may be made in the House about 

the dissentient report submitted in 1953 by Bhrl Suresh 
Chandra Bose, elder brother of w etaji, who was a member 
of the Shah Nawaz Khan Ccraaittee. Shri Suresh Chandra 
Bose, in his dissentient report did not agree with the 
findings of the majority report and claimed that he 
wps firmly of the opinion that the air- crash had not 
taken place and that Netaji did not die* Shri Suresh 
Bose appeared as a witness before the Cri^mlsslon. 

The Commission has discussed at length his dissentient 
report as also his testimony. In the course ©f his 
evidence, Shri Suresh Bose stated that he was offered 
a reward | which could be the Governorship of Bengal 


to coax him to sign ths majority report of the Shah 
Nawaz Khan Comal ttee* ^he Commission has noted that 
thore was no mention ©** the said offer of reward in 
Suresh Bose's dissentient report. Tt also notes that 
Suresh Bose had signed the document regarding th* 
principal points that had emerged after the inquiry 
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along with two other members of the Khan Committee and 
the three member* had agreed to the findij® that 
Netaji's plane had crashed and he died a few hoars 
later# The Coma .aaion has called the story of the 
alleged offer of governorship to Shri Puresh Chandra 
Bose as completely false and an after thought which 
was invented by him to give a semblance of Justification 
for his strange volte face after expressing his 
concur reneo with the findings and conclusions of the 
earlier committee# 

5# Another point that may be urged Is that 

Netaji has been prevented from coming to India as he 
figures in the list of war criminals and that the 
Commission had not fully gone into the matter# The 
point has been made by Prof# Samar Guha and others 
even after the publication of tho report and very 
recently we received notice cf a Parliament Question 
on the above lines# The Commission examined the 
question in paragraphs 5#25 to 5.36 of the report. 

Prom the evidence and arete rial available, the 
Commission concluded that Netaji’s name was never 
borne in any list of war criminals, that there has 
been no international agreement or subsequent 
charter which would bring Netajl (were he alive today) 
within the mischief of any war crimes tribunal, that 



the Covt# of India had given no undertaking to any 


international body to ha id Netajl over to it, nor 
has there been any bar on his movement or entry Into 
India. Sarlier, in reply to a Starred Question 
No# 1939 in the year 1956, we had informed Parliament 
that thy^e was no question of Notaji being on the list 
of war criminals# later, in reply to Starred Question 



* 







No* 194 on 32nd August, 1983, the Government again 
stated that to the best of our knowledge the name of 
Netaji does not appear in any such list and that the 
TT.K. High Commission In Delhi had issued a statement 
in 1951 to the effect that his name does not appear 
and has never appeared in such a list. 

5. It may be argued that the evidence of the 

Commission was vitiated by the non-production of 
Shri Habibur Rahman who was the only compatriot of 
NetaJ 1 to travel with him in the last lap of his 
Journey and who survived the plane crash* Shri Rahman 
had earlier appeared before the Shah NawA2 Khan Committee 
and testified about the veracity o? the air-crash story* 
He now lives in Raids tan* We had sent, through our 
High Commission in Pakistan, a request for his appearance 
and received a reply thot as he had nothing to add to 
hi* earlier testimony, he was unwilling to appear before 
the Commission* The Commission, therefore, had to do 
without his evidence and on the basis of other materials 
and evidence, formed Its conclusions* The absence of 
Shri Habibur Rahman's evidence, as the Commission has 
observed, however cannot certainly adversely affect 
any of the remaining evidence* 

7* References have often been made in the past 

that the war time British Government of India did not 
themselves bellve the sir-crash story and they had 
their own Independent inquiries made which can throw 
light in the matter. The Commission has discussed 
these inquiries in para* 5*38 to 5*53 of the "eport* 

The first such Inquiry was conducted by a team of 
policeman sent from India to South ^ast Asia, under 
the Superintendent of Police, Hr* Finney to make 


an on_ the- spot inquiry about Netaji. The Connies ion 
have examined Shri Dey who was a mamba r 't this team 
and also a copy of the ronort and found that the 
substance of the report was that Fetaji died In the 
air-crash, ft noth er independent inquiry was held by 
the Counter Intelligence Corps General Headquarters 
United States Armed Force by Tvt. Col. Flggess. 

Flggess did not appear as a witness before the Commission* 
There is nothing in the report, however, to contradict 
or rebut the story of the air-crash at Taihokjt. A 
third inquiry was carried out by the Combined Services 
Detailed Intelligence Centre (CSDTC). The Commission 
examined this report as well which had concluded that 

convincing details had been given that Hetaji met his 

* 

death and was cremated in Talhoku in the presence of 

several witnesses. 

8. | question may be asked in the House about 

the ashes of Retail. The Shah Ravas Khan Committee 
had come to the conclusion th n t the ashes of Ketaji 
had been brought to Renkoji temple in Tokyo after 
his body was cremated following the air-crash. They 
recommended that the ahses be brought to India with 
due honour and a memorial erected over them at a 
suitable place. The matter was thereafter considered 
by the Central Gove mine nt and it was felt that in 
deciding this question regard will have to be paid 
to the fesllngs of the members of Retail 1 * family in 
this natter, thnt it would be most urfort unate if a 
controversy arose over what should be a sacred ceremony 
and that if there is such a risk of controversy it would 
be l»ft to leave the question bringing over the 




* 



ashes to India for future consideration* The present 
Count ss ion have also he on "convinced beyond all -reasonable 
doubts that the wooden casket lodged in the Ttenkoji 

temple at Tokyo contains Netaji * s ashes and these 
ashes were placed in the box at Taipai after the cremation 
I of his dead boty" « "’he arguments in favour of a national 
concensus to emerge in support of bringing Netaji’s 
ashes to India in a sacred ceremony however would 
appear to still hold good* 


* 
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nvui . xririoL/ i.fii a 

PArU/IAMciNT QUESTION 



27th July, 1977 


,1 



We had received an Advance Notice; about 
three Starred Questions regarding enquiry into the 
aircrash involving Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. In 
accordance with the decision taken by the Cabinet 
Secretariat a few years ago we had requested the 
Ministry of Home Affairs to accept the transfer of 
these questions. I have Just seen a U.O. note (attached) 
from the Ministry of Home Affairs in which you have 
in essence declined to accept the transfer. 

2. In 1973-74, we had the same problem relating 

to a Parliamentary Question concerning the Shah Nawaz 
Inquiry Conmittee and the Khosla Commission and as 
there was a dispute as to which Ministry should handle 
the viuestion, a reference was made to the Cabinet 
Secretariat. It is my understanding that a decision 
was taken at that time that since all matters and 
papers concerning Netaji’s death and the work of the 
Inquiry Consuls s ion haiv; been transferred to the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, it would be more appropriate for the 
Home Ministry to answer Questions specifically related 
to the Inquiry Committee and the Khosla Commission. 

As you can see, the present Questions relate specifically 
to the work of the Inquiry Committee and the Khosla 
Commission. There might be references in the <^uestions 
to the possibility of obtaining documents from foreign 
sources, but^the Home Ministry's note itself clearly /as 
states, the Netaji Inquiry Commission has completed its 
work and the Government has accepted the report and its 
findings. As far as I am aware, there is no proposal 
for holding a fresh enquiry into the matter. This 
answer should, in my view, appropriately be given by 
the Home Ministry. 


-2 








3. I shall be grateful if your Ministry would 

in the circumstances, accept the transfer of these 
Questions and inform the Lok Sabha Secretariat 
accordingly. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

C M.A. Vellodi ) 


ShriT.C.A. Srinivasa vardan. 
Home Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 


>1 


/ 
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3 I'j,.© - 'fes 0*~}p y Most I imedl 


Ministry of External i-.fftirs 
( £ast /-.si £ Division) 



Please find forwfrded herewith / dvtnce 
Notices of 3 Questions on raising monuments for 
Netajl Subesh Chandra 3ose in foreign countries. 
These ere entered as Starred Questions to be 
replied on 6th December , 1973, by Shri Ssra&r Ouha. 


2. The subject matter of the Questions do not 

concern this Ministry since? (a) all matters and 
Papers concerning Nete^l's death and the setting up 
an Enquiry Commission have been transferred to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs wh.6 are now dealing with 
this question; (b) ell papers end files concerning 
Neteji’s life, activities abroad End death h&ve been 
sent to the Ministry of Horae Affairs end ere in 
their possession; and (c) questions relating to 
raising of monuments in Indie or abroad would also 
seem to be the responsibility of the M.H.A. 


3, It, therefore, appears to us that M.H.A. 

is the Ministry which is substantively concerned 
with this question. However, the M.H.A. is not 
accepting a transfer and, in fact, have suggested 
that the Questions should be dealt with by WHS 
Ministry since they are concerned with the question 
of raising of monuments. When w^ contacted WHS, they 
told us that their Ministry was concerned only with 
the implementation of the decision and it was not 
for them to take e decision in the matter. 


4, It, therefore, appears to us that the 

basic responsibility for dealing with this question 
rests with the MH/ end they should deal with this. 


5. It would, therefore, be appreciated if the 

Cabinet Secretariat could kindly consider the question 
and take suitable decision asking the Ministry of HiA. 
to deal with this matter now eni hereafter. They 
would no doubt do so under intimation to the Iok 
Sabho Secretariat end us. 


6. A copy of the relevant note from the Lok 

Sabha Sectt*, our letters to the Horae Ministry End 
their reply and the Questions are forwarded herewith 


U 


( V.V. Perenjpe) 
Joint Secretary (Ei) 
1.12.1973 


Shri J *S • Mon ’ia 
Joint Secret&rj to the Cabinet 
Cabinet Secret&riEt 
New Delhi 


f^t 
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LOK i_ABHA 

4.8.1-977" 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

( PARLIAMENT SECTION ) 


New Delhi, the 30t:T!i July, 1977. 



After office hours and on holidays the files may kindly be 
submitted to the Foreign Minister at his residence. 

* LIST OF FINALLY ADMITTED QUESTIONS FOR LOK SABHA ON 4.8.1977 

(THURSDAY) . 


SI Adv Final Position Subject Section Head of 

No. No. No, on the list, the Div 

concer- 


ned. 


■ 4 - 

: ^ 




STARRED QUESTIONS 




9561 

778 

VI 

Criteria for selecting Dele- COORD 

gations for Cultural teams in 

Foreign Countries. 

DIR(PAEL) 

2. 

9585 

780 

VIII 

Settlement of Claims of Indians 
evicted from Uganda. 

AFR 

DS(AFR) 

3. 

9586 

01 H 781 

IX 

Strengthening of Relations with 
Spain and Portugal. 

EUR(W) JS(EW) 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 


1. 

1307 

6091 

Expenditure on Foreign Delegates 
who attended Gauhati Session of 

COORD 

DIR(PARL) 

• 



Youth Congress. 



2. 

8039 

6118 

Awards for Indians declared by 
foreign Embassies In India, 

EE 

JS( EE) ’ 


8135 

' 6121 

Issue of Passports to Trade 

PV I 

JS(CPV) 

n 



Unionists. 




9062 

6123 

India's contribution to U.N, 
University at Tokyo. 

UN II 

JS(UN) 

5. 

9578 

CIH 6129 

Invitations from African Countries 

. AFR 

DS(AFR) 

6 . 

10449 

01 H 6 159' 

Protest by Pakistan Government 
about Indian prime Minister's 

PAKAF 

JS( PAKAF) 




talks with French leaders on 

Atomic Race. 


¥ 


# • * « 


7. 

10510 

6161 

8. 

1308 

6170 

9. 

1598 

6185 

10. 

1789 

6190 

11. 

7889 01 H 

6194 

12. 

8638 

6204 

13. 

9112 01 H 

6205 

14. 

9559 

6213 

15. 

9618 01 H 

6226 

16. 

9629 

6228 

17. 

9770 

6253 

18, 

9771 

6254 

19. 


6255 

20. 

10372 

6268 

21. 

5389 

6287 

22. 

5 412 OIH 

6288 

23. 

6665 

6289 


Bangladesh Refugees in U.P, BD JSpBD) 

Maintenance of Residence of Secretary COORD DIR(PARL) 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations. 

Opening of an Office of Regional PV I JS( CPV) 

Passport Officer in Madhya Pradesh. 

Service conditions of Indians employed PI III JS(P) 
hy Foreign Embassies. ~ 

Foreign tours by Shrimati Indira Gandhi GA JS( Jps) 
and her family members. 

Employment for Indian skilled labour WAN A DIR(WANA) 
and technicians in Gulf countries, (ECO) (ECO) 

Vacation of Government accommodation ED JS(ED I) 
by Technicians sent abroad. 

Prohibition of development, production UN IV DIR(DIS) 
and stock-piling of Biological and 
Toxin Weapons. 


Invitation to workers' representatives PV I JS(CPV) 

in India by Trade Union Congress of 

Malaysia. 


wealth Secretariat in Lohdon. 

Acquisition of buildings used by 
Provisional Government of Free India 
in^Singapore. 

^Aircrash involving Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Reconstruction of Hindu Religious 
Institutions destroyed during war 
in Bangladesh. 

Indian Citizenship for persons 
Migrated from Bangladesh, 

Delegations sent abroad to Campaign 
in support of Emergency. 

Posters in Indian Embassies. 

Hotels being run abroad by sons of 
the Former prime Minister. . 


. m 

JSCEW)^. 

SA 

JS(S) 

EA 

JS(N&EA) 

HD 

JS(BD) 

ED 

JS(ED) 


COORD 


SE 


DIR(PARI) 

JS(AD) 


EUR(W) JS(EW)' 


(V.K, Mankotia) 
Section OfficerfParl. ) 


ADD HEADS OF DIVISIONS 

1. S.A. to F.M. 

2. P.Ss. to Foreign Secret ary /Secret ary (East) /Secretary( ER) / 

Addl . Secy I/Addl.Secy II/Addl.Se c y III. 

3. Director(Coord) /Under SecretaryC Coord) , 

4. ' OSD (Hindi) 



Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Reference D ns tarred Question Ho. 6254 tabled by 
Shri Samar Guha to be answered on 4 . 3*1977 . 
regarding Air crash involving Eetaji Subhas Chandra 
Rose. 


> 


fA 1 



* 



Questions relating to the death of Eetaji are 
handled by the Ministry of Home Affairs since Dec. 19 73. 
Prior to that date this Ministry was responsible. When 
we received Advane Eotlce of the above Question, we 
took immediate steps to transfer it to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. Unfortunately, there vas an initial 
reluctance on their part to accept the transfer and 
Secretary (East) in our Ministry had to write to the 
Home Secretary, with a copy to the 1x5k Sabha Secretariat. 
The eventual acceptance by the Ministry of Home Affairs 
of their responsibility to answer this question, however, 
reached the Jok Sabha Secretariat oriLy after the final 
printed list of questions had already been circulated 
to Members and Ministries. Hence the Lok Sabha Secretariat 
retained the original allocation to the Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

2. I understood from the Deputy Secretary in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Shri fl.K. Sinha, who deals with 
this subject, that the Minister of Home Affairs is 
himself due to make a statement In the Lok Sabha on a 
Ko-Day-Yet-Eamed Motion, which may come up or 3rd August. 
Questions similar to the ones now asked by Shri Guha 

may figure in the discussions, which may follow the 
Minister's statement. 

3, As for thp questions posed by Shri Samar Guha on 
whether the two bodies, viz. the Shah Hawaz Committee 
and the Kfaosla Commission, consulted papers maintained 

by Lord rouotbatten, which, according to him, may contain 
information relating to the air crash in which Metajl 
lost his life, on our enqviry with our High Commission 
in London in 1971, we were told that the information said 
to be in possession of the UK authorities is In the 
category of War-time Intelligence and as they were still 
classified at the time, a formal request may have to be 
m n do to tho UK authorities. __ 


4. In any case, the Khosla Commission vhich was 
specially appointed by the Government in 1970, made 
an exhaustive investigation and its report, which 

was published in 1974 and also placed before Parliament 
came to the conclusion that Tetajl Subha s Chandra Bose 
died in an air crash on 13.3*1945 at Taihoku Airport 
in Taiwan. Since the publication of the Khosla 
Commission's report. Governments standard reply in 
Parliament has been that Government has examined the 
Report and decided to accept the findings of the 
Report. 

5, Accordingly, a draft reply has been prepared 
which has been informally cleared with tfe Ministry 
of Home Affairs. The draft answer is in line with 
the "Memorandum of Action" taken by the Government 
after Cabinet approval, which was also placed along 
with the Khosla Commission's Report on the table of 
both the Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 


(C.Y. Ranganathan) 
Joint Secretary ( R&T5A) 
2.8,1977 


Parliament _3p_cti on. 


/ 


¥ 

^<&ns tarred Question Ko. 6254 

To be answered on: 4*8.1977 

Tabled by: 3hri Samar Guha. 

subject* ,-.n crash .ievuvibg rpTAJi sTmas m^asA boss. 


QUK3TI0K . AlOWBR 


IQK 3A3EA 


& 


ill the Ti Ulster of External 
Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Kountbatten Diary 
contained many vital information 
about T^etaji Snbhas Chandra Bose, 
particularly regarding alleged 
air-crash; 

(b) if so, whether only a few 
pages from the Kountbatten Diary 
were produced before the 3hah 
Kawaz I Bqhlry Committee and 
Khosla Commission} 

(c) if so, revelation of 
mystery surrounding dis- 
appearance of fetaji, whether 
Government propose to request 
lord Kountbatten as well as 
the UK Government for sending 
a full copy of Mountbatten* s 
Diary to the Government of 
India; and 

(d) if so, the steps 
proposed or taken thereabout? 


Ca).(bKtc) and Xd)_L 

Unfortunately the Kount- 
batten papers were not available 
to us in view of their being 
classified documents. However, 
in accordance with a Governnent 
of India notification dated 
11th July, 1970, the Central 
Government appointed a Commissio* 
of Inquiry consisting of the 
retired Chief Justice of *the 
Punjab High Court, Shrl G.D. 
Khosla, as sole member. This 
Commission was charged with 
inquiring into all the facts 
and circumstances relating to 
the disappearance of Ketaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 
and make its Report to the 
Central Government, It 
completed the inquiry and 
submitted its Report on June IS i 
30, 1974. The Government has 
examined the Report and has 
decided to accept the findings 
of the Commission that Ketaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose died in 
air-crash on 18th August, 1945, 
at Taihoku Airport in Taiwan. 

The Report wa3 also placed 
before Parliament. 


IQK JA3HA 


fe)' 

w * 

ns tarred question Fo. 6254 

To be answered on: 4.8 *1977 

Tabled by; Jhrl Jarnar Guha. 

Subject* Ojs crash .m vLvro chjera bqjr. 


QTJB-3TIoil 

Will the Minister of External 
Affairs be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Fountbatten Diary 
contained many vital information 
about T 'etajl 'tab has Chandra Bose* 
particularly regarding alleged 
air-crash; 

(b) If so, whether only a few 
pages from tho Mount bat ten Diary 
were produced before the 3hah 
T'avftZ Tnqlilry Committee and 
Khosla Commission; 

(c) If so, revelation of 
mystery surrounding dis- 
appearance of Fetaji, whether 
Government propose to request 
lord rountbatten* as well as 
the UK Government for sending 
a full copy of Mountbatten* s 
Diary to the Government of 
India; end 

(d) if so, the steps 
proposed or taken thereabout? 


AKJ'-JEfl 


CaL.Cbl^_cL_and ld)t 

Unfortunately the Mount- 
batten papers were not available 
to us in view of their being 
classified documents. However, 
in accordance with a Government 
of India Fotiflcf tl on dated 
11th July, 1970, the Central 
Government appointed a Commissi oi 
of Inquiry consisting of the 
retired Chief Justice of the 
Punjab High Court, Jhrl G.D. 
Khosla, as sole member. This 
CoiDialsslon was charged with 
inquiring into all the facts 
and circumstances relating to 
the disappearance of Fetaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose In 1945 
and make Its ieport to the 
Central Government , It 
completed the Inquiry and 
subnltVd Its Report on June iSfc 
30, 1974. The Goverr.cert has 
examined the Report and has 
decided to accept the findings 
of the Commission that Fetaji 
lubhas Chandra Bose died In 
air-crash on 18th august, 1945, 
at Talhoku Airport In Taiwan. 

The Report was also placed 
before Parliament, 
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Ministry of Hdrae Affairs 
1.5. Division (l)*Ei> 


5^T7 


ft 


Subject i- Iok Sabha Uns tarred Question Nos • 9771, 
9772, and 9773 regarding production of 
documents connected vlth the disappearance 
of Nstaji Subhas Chandra Dose* 


The Lok Sabha Secretariat may kindly refer 
to this Ministry's tT.O. No. 1/13012/77/ 77-D.TTI(S&P) 
dated 23.7.77 on the subject noted above. On a 
reconsideration of the matter, it has been decided that 
the Questions will ]5e handled by MW, in case the Questions 
are admitted* 

2. This Ministry has also accepted on transfer 

from Ministry of eternal Affairs advance notices bearing 
Nos. .$771, 9772 and 9773. These advance notices are 
identical with the notices referred to in para 1 above. 


Sty. 

(F. K, SIENA) 
Deputy Secretary 


,ak h ,3 ..UttflattftB ftnuafi. 

IT. 0 . No . 1 / 13012 / 77 / 77 - D , I I II 




7-D. IIKS&P) dated 


-7-77 


J* M B 

V Copy forwarded for information to the 

Ministry of Sxternal Affairs_/with reference to 
Shri M.A. Vellodi's D.O. letter No. 263/Secy. 03 )/77 
dated 27th July, 1977. 

1 #c&) /M/f- 


(N. K. SIENA) 
Deputy Secretary 


\ 



* 
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LOK S ABIT A 

UN STARRED QUESTION NO ,6 354 
TO BE ANS T JERED OH 4TII AUGUST, 1977 
AIRCRASIT IK VOL VII T G NSTAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

6254. SII3I SAMAR GUKA i 

Mill the Minister of External Affairs ^ r5 T 

be pleased to states 

( a) wh et her Mount batten Diary c ont ain e d in any vi t al 



i 


information about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, particularly 
regarding alleged air crash; 

(b) if so, whether only a few pages from the Mount bat ten 
Diary were produced before the Shah Nawaz Inquiry Committee 
and Khosla Commission; 

(c) if so, revelation of mystery surrounding 
disappearance of Netaji, whether Government propose to 
request Lord Mount bat ten as well as the Government of U.K. 
for sending a full copy of Mount bat ten's Diary to the 
Government of India; and 

(d) if so, the steps proposed or taken thereabout? 


ANS'/ER 

THE} MINIST ER OF EXTERNAL A? F AIRS 

( Sim \tTl* BIRARI 7AJRAYSE) 

( '-.) T (b) T (c) and (cl) : Unfortunately the Mountbatten papers 
were not available to us in view of their being class fled 
documents. However, in accordance with a Government of India 
Notification dated 11th July, 1970, the Central Government 
appointed a Commission of Inquiry consisting of the retired 
Chief Justice of the Punjab High Court, Shri G.D. Khosla, 
as sole member. This Commission was charged with inquiring 



■2 



into all the facts and circumstances relating to the 
disappearance of Retail Gubhns Chandra Base in 1945 
and make its Report to the" Central Government, It conpleted 
the inquiry and. subnit ted its Report Oii. June 30, 1974, The 
Govern: lent has examined the Report and has decided to accept 
the findings of the Connission that ITetaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
died in air-crash on 18 th 'ugust, 1945, at Taihoku lirport in 
Taiwan. The Report was also placed before Parliament » 
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Pravesh Chandra 
Under 3ecretary(FE) 

No. August 6, 1977 

Dear Sri Sinha, 

I an enclosing herewith 
a copy of the Lok Sabha Unstarred 
Q. No. 6254 by Sri Samar Guha regard- 
ing the alrcrash Involving Netaj 1 
Subha s Chandra Bose and the reply 
given to this question for your 
information. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

yd- 

(Pravesh Chandra) 

Shri N.K.Slnha, 

Deputy Secretary, v/1 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

New, Delhi. 
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LOK SABHA 


tin starred Question No. 

To be answered on 
Tabled by 

Subjects- Air crash Involving Neta.li Subhas Chandra Bose. 


6264 

4.8.1977 
Shri Samar Guha 


QUESTION 


ANSWER 


Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Mount batten Diary 
contained many vital information 
about Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose, 
particularly regarding alleged 
air-crash; 

(b) If so, whether only a 
few pages from the Mount batten 

Diary were produced before the 
Shah Nawaz Inquiry Comnittee and 

Khosla Commission; 

(c) If so, revelation of 
mystery surrounding disappearance 
of Netajl, whether Government 
propose to request Lord Mountbatten 
as well as the Government of UK for 
sending a full copy of Mount hat ten's 
Diary to the Government of India ; and 

(d) If so, the steps proposed or 
taken thereabout? 

it* 



^ V'WJ 


Ca^(bK (cl and .{All 

In accordance with a 
Government of India 
Notification dated 11th 
July, 1970, the Central 
Government appointed a 
Commission of Inquiry 
consisting of the retired 
Chief Justice of the Punjab 
High Court, Shri G.D. Khosla, 
as sole member. This 
Commission was charged with 
an inquiring into all the 
facts and circumstances 
relating to the disappearance 
of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose 
in 1945 and make its Report 
to the Central Government* 

It completed the inquiry 
and submitted its Report 


r* * 







r- 
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on June 30, 1974. The Government has 

examined the Report and has decided 
to accept the findings of the Commission 
that Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose died In 
air-crash on 18th August, 1945, at 
Taihoku Airport In Taiwan. The Report 
was also placed before Parliament. 
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